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Two Minooka Community High School Teachers Awarded 

Distinguished Honors In Teaching Foreign Languages 
 

(Minooka) – Minooka Community High School District #111 is proud to announce the 
achievements of two of their World Languages teachers. Teachers Rick Undesser and Hannah 
Keppner were both recognized on Friday, October 26, 2018 at the Illinois Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages (ICTFL) conference. The conference was held at the NIU 
Naperville Conference Center in Naperville, Illinois. 
 
Rick Undesser was awarded the Distinguished Service to Foreign Language Teaching Award 
for exemplary teaching and training. Undesser was nominated in Category 1 that lists educators 
whose exemplary teaching has provided inspiration to large numbers of foreign language 
students or teachers. This category includes persons who have distinguished themselves in 
teacher education and as in service trainers, as well as in the actual teaching of languages and 
cultures. 
 
Hannah Keppner was awarded the ICTFL Award for New Teachers of Foreign Languages. This 
award recognizes individuals who have recently entered the foreign language teaching 
profession and who show outstanding promise of becoming capable teachers of foreign 
languages, including English as a Second Language.  
 
“I think it’s great that our educators are getting this recognition,” stated Jeff Easthon, 
Department Chair for World Languages, Music, and Art. “Both teachers are so deserving of this 
honor. It shows that they really love what they do, and that they are two of the hardest workers 
out there,” continued Easthon. 
 
The Minooka Community High School World Languages Department recognizes that the study 
of a foreign language is important to today's world. It encourages intellectual and cultural 
growth. It prepares the student to travel, live, and work among people of another culture. It 
opens the door to many career possibilities. Language studies also expand the student's 
awareness of himself as a person and as a member of his own culture. The student can 
compare and contrast ideas, thereby gaining a different perspective of his own society. This 
leads to the development of a global awareness and understanding. 
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